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Description of Capstone Experience: 

This Capstone Project took place at Timber Ridge Elementary School with a first grade 

class during the 2013 – 2014 school years.  This Capstone was to demonstrate to parents that the 

teacher blogs are an added benefit to support the curriculum for their children during the after 

school hours, on weekends, and even during vacation time.      

 The teachers at Timber Ridge update their blogs on a weekly basis to provide interactive 

educational sites like: opportunities to “listen to reading” to strengthen reading skills, creative 

writing opportunities, spelling practice, math review, higher level thinking word problems, math 

challenges, Kidblog writing, support in the content area, and helpful educational videos that 

explain strategies or other processes that we are learning in first grade.  In addition, teachers post 

helpful calendars, schedules, menus, student work samples, photos of students engaged in 

learning, videos of students engaged in an assortment of classroom activities; including using 

different technology tools like iPads, Photo Story, Animoto, VoiceThread, and Chatterpix.   

At Open House last fall,  parents were notified about the teacher goal of increasing after 

school technology use through use of the teacher blog; a great online resource.  They were also 

notified that the teacher would be requesting them to fill out online surveys twice during the 

upcoming the school year (see Appendices A and C).  The parents were also made aware that 

they and their children were going to be used in a study for the teacher’s Master’s program.  The 

teacher shared the study with the parents in hopes that the parents would utilize the teacher’s 

blog to its fullest capabilities. There was confidence that once the parents included the teacher 

blog as a favorite on the home computer and allowed the children to visit the teacher blog at 

home, they would recognize the  educational benefits.  With the educational activities available 

http://timberridge.typepad.com/mrs_butler/
http://timberridge.typepad.com/mrs_butler/
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in all subject areas, the blog can support any students struggling in specific areas along with 

enhancing the abilities of those who are performing at or above grade level. .    

Below is a chart detailing the number of blog visits in the 2012-2013 school year compared 

to the 2013-2014 school year.   

Table 1 

  2012-2013  Blog Visits 2013 - 2014  Blog Visits 

1st Quarter 
Aug. 13-Oct. 12, 2012  

1709 visits 

Aug. 7- Oct. 11, 2013  

1879 visits 

2nd Quarter 
Oct. 13 - Dec. 20, 2012       

2043 visits 

Oct.  12 - Dec. 20, 2013 

2132 visits 

3rd Quarter 
Dec. 21 - March 15, 2013               

2372 visits 

Dec. 21 - March 12, 2014 

2462 visits 

4th Quarter 
March 16 - May 23, 2013 

1834 visits        

March 15 - May 21, 2014 

2975 visits 

 

Initial Stages 

 The initial observations began after the Open House meeting with parents.  Once the 

parents knew of the teacher  mission to  increase blog opportunities for  primary students after 

school hours, the plan could begin.  The plan involved many exciting ideas to be posted to the 

blog that would hopefully entice the students and parents to visit the teacher blog after school 

hours.  Below is a list of some of the activities that were posted for the first quarter of the 2013- 

2014 school year. 
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After completing the first quarter of the school year, the parents and students were given 

an online survey (see Appendix A and C) http://tinyurl.com/ka9o4on, 

http://tinyurl.com/max3du4.  The analysis of the parent survey indicated that parents appreciated 

the teacher blog and the activities that were made available to the children. Their concerns 

remained in their beliefs that  first graders were too young to be left on the Internet alone.  In 

addition, they disagreed with expectations that their children should be going to a teacher blog 

for additional curriculum support on their own (see Appendix D) http://tinyurl.com/ooxg9ct. 

The analysis of the student surveys revealed that the about half of the students had visited 

the teacher blog for various reasons.  Some had been there for the interactive educational 

activities.  Some had only gone there to see photos or videos when their parents allowed them to 

look only.  Some children had indicated that only their parents were visiting the teacher blog 

after school and they thought that the blog was not meant for them to visit after school hours.    

 The results of the parent survey were not surprising as the parent concerns were valid 

about the dangers of young children on the Internet.  There was a desire to make the parents 

more comfortable with allowing their children to be on the blog alone without constant parent 

supervision.  In mid October, a Family Technology Night was hosted in the classroom.  Students 

were invited to show parents the Historical Americans powerpoint that they had been working on 

along with other blog activities they enjoyed during technology time in the classroom.   It gave 

parents an opportunity to see the types of internet activities the blog provided.  The parents could 

see the relation of the blog activities to our curriculum.  The YouTube videos were videos that 

had been changed to safeshare.tv videos, meaning that they were the free of the ads along with 

the ability to take them directly to another video of the same content once the initial video was 

http://tinyurl.com/ka9o4on
http://tinyurl.com/max3du4
http://tinyurl.com/ooxg9ct
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over.  The Family Technology Night also provided two handouts pertaining to Internet safety for 

youngsters at home.  The first article was titled,  Keeping Your Child Safe Online, by PC 

Magazine; http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2346997,00.asp (see Appendix I) and the 

second article was titled,  Internet Safety,  from Kidshealth.org; 

http://kidshealth.org/parent/positive/family/net_safety.html (see Appendix J).  These articles 

were also sent home for any parents not able to attend the Family Technology Night.   

 Posting engaging activities on the teacher blog for the students was effortless as there are 

so many interactive and educational activities available for teachers to choose from that correlate 

to the first grade curriculum.  On occasion, it was more the effort in deciding which activities to 

select due to the many choices available. I enjoyed sharing the videos and photos that I took of 

my students so engaged in their work or when doing science experiments, playing outside, 

working with iPads, and other exciting events in the classroom.  Nonetheless, as time went by, 

the students became more comfortable with navigating around the blog on their own.  They 

independently zipped to different pages, links, and even used the needed passwords that were 

necessary to log on to certain sites.  Once this comfort level increased and they were seemingly 

independent on the teacher blog, the children began asking parents more frequently to allow 

them to go to the teacher blog during the after school hours, on weekends, and even on vacation 

days.  The children were excited about showing the parents their ability to move from page to 

page on the blog independently.  More importantly, they wanted to demonstrate the skills that the 

students were learning in class and how they could apply it to the interactive activies on the blog.  

The children also wanted to share the products that the students had created in class along with 

the videos that showed them working ever so hard.  By the time the winter vacation was getting 

ready to start, the students were one hundred percent proficient on navigating the teacher blog for 

http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2346997,00.asp
http://kidshealth.org/parent/positive/family/net_safety.html
http://timberridge.typepad.com/mrs_butler/
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any type activity.  It was clear that the students were demonstrating this confidence with the 

parents because all of a sudden, the number of visitors to the teacher blog began increasing.     

Efforts in sending home a weekly newsletter through email indicating what subjects, 

skills, and strategies the students were learning.  At the end of each weekly newsletter  a link was 

always attached to the teacher blog, along with at least one “website of the week.”  The parents 

could count on those blog links to related to areas that had been covered in class that week.  

Having the link to my blog on each weekly newsletter proved to be beneficial.  The newsletter 

always stated if new posts with pictures had been posted to the blog.  That was almost always an 

indicator that the parents would take a peek.  Once they were there and showed the children the 

photos or videos, the children usually begged to allow them to do some activities on the blog. 

Building up those 21
st
 Century skills was what it was all about. An exhaustive list of blog 

activities was provided was provided during the school year (see Appendix L ). 

The project went as  planned.  The teacher worked diligently to include many different 

types of engaging blog activities that included web 2.0 tools along with other 21
st
 Century 

activities. By mid year, the parents realized that the children were not going to the internet for 

inappropriate reasons but to further their education with higher level and critical thinking types 

of blog activities.  As the children explained this higher level thinking to the parents, they 

determined  the engaging activities were all very beneficial in allowing their children to create, 

problem solve, produce, and explore; all 21
st
 Century learning activities.  The parents could see 

their math and writing skills improving before their eyes with their eager children who were busy 

working away at these interactive lessons.  In addition, a Kidblog had been created for the 

students.  Kidblog really interested them, this gave them the chance to learn about digital 

citizenship (see Appendix M) http://kidblog.org/MrsButlers1stGradeClass/.  All of a sudden, 

http://kidblog.org/MrsButlers1stGradeClass/
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commenting, questioning, replying with correct grammar became a serious matter.  Now the 

students not only had the teacher checking for correct grammar but their peers also were 

participating in peer editing.    The children enjoyed using the  many Web 2.0 tools that were 

utilized in the classroom.  They were proud of their published work and enjoyed showing them 

off to administration, their parents, and even  their grandparents across the nation. 

The barriers that were encountered during this Capstone were expected.  After careful 

consideration, it was determined that the parents were right to have been concerned back in 

October when most of their children were six years old.  As the children grew and matured in 

their skills, the parents could see the dangers were not as they originally thought.  These 

childeren were engaging in safe activities that increased their educational abilities to higher 

levels.  The blog activities gave them opportunities to participate in 21
st
 Century technology 

applications.  The teacher blog also gave them the confidence to use technology independently.  

Reflection 

  It was amazing to see the children become more confident and independent with their 

21
st
 Century skills.  The more they were exposed, the more they wanted to utilize the Web 2.0 

tools.  Parents emailed me to mention that their children had come home and showed them an 

activity that was posted on the teacher blog and they begged the parents to upload it onto their 

iPads.  The children were actually able to give the parents a tutorial on how to use Chatterpix, 

that was so encouraging to know the parents obliged.  

From this study, I learned that I needed to give parents time to take a good look at the 

blog and the posted activities before losing confidence that this study wasn’t going to work.  

That really proved beneficial when the families came in for the Family Technology Night in 

October.  Initially, when the parents showed hesitance in allowing their children to go to the blog 

http://timberridge.typepad.com/mrs_butler/
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after school, I knew I’d have to win them over with a secondary plan.   My secondary plan was 

to increase the blog use in the classroom.  Then, when the children went home, they would ask 

their parents for time on the computer to visit the teacher blog.  The students  would be proud of 

their work and would want to show their parents what types of activities they are participating in 

on the teacher blog in school.  When the parents can see what they are doing without assistance, 

they will feel more comfortable with their little ones navigating around the teacher blog without 

having to be sitting there with them the whole time.  It surely paid off to have spent more time on 

the blog in the classroom as this really built up their independence , confidence, and skills.   

   

The evaluations were determined by the end of the year survey that the parents took (see 

Appendix H).  As you can see, the results were positive and the parents have now realized the 

benefit of allowing their children to visit the teacher blogs during after school hours.  This 

project was definitely a success thanks to the hard work and dedication the teacher put into 

making the blog a place whichh the parents could feel was a safe place for their children to visit 

after school.   

According to Burdette, McGraw, and Ross (2001), after school most primary children 

who went on a computer device, went to sites that were solely based on gaming, not educational 

games My goal was to change the thinking of my first graders.  I wanted them to see that they 

could still have fun using Web 2.0 tools and educational websites that they could learn from.  My 

goal was to increase the time they went to their teacher’s blog where they could benefit from 

their online experiences.  I wanted their education to extend beyond the classroom in hopes that 

it will carry this on into their second grade yearnd beyond.   
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 It was evident that what I learned from this project correlates to the last two years 

of work in my Master’s program. My learning related to the knowledge, skills, and dispositions 

of the Instructional Technology Standards. As I went out on the Internet to search for different 

Web 2.0 tools that would be appropriate for my first grade students, I kept in mind the design 

and implementation of technology-enhanced learning experiences that I could create and align 

with the student content and technology standards.  Some of the Web 2.0 digital tools that I used 

were: VoiceThread, Kidblog, Tagxedo, Animoto, Chatterpix, Photo Story, Powerpoint, and 

Wordle (see Appendix M).  These lent way for my students to model and facilitate the effective 

use of digital tools and resources to support and enhance higher order thinking skills.  On any 

given day, you could have walked into my class to see collaborative learning strategies being 

used with digital tools.  I was very pleased with the end results of this study.  The children grew 

from being hesitant and shy at the beginning of the year with the blog activities to being 

independent and eager by the end of the year.  By the end of the year, they were even begging for 

extra time to write on the blog or collaborate to write digital stories together, using Web 2.0 

tools.  They are on their way to becoming 21st Century students.   

In advising another teacher who might choose to pursue this same study, I might suggest 

that they have the Family Technology Night a littler earlier in the year along with giving the 

surveys a little earlier in the year.  I also would pass out the Internet Safety handouts at Open 

House instead of waiting until the Technology Night.  I think holding the Family Technology 

Night was the one of the best actions I took.  The good thing about doing it after the first quarter, 

like I did was that the students had powerpoints on Historical Americans that they had already 

made and saved to their student account.  Just watching them log in to find the powerpoint 

imressed some parents.  Then after they realized they made these on their own, really made the 
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parents realize the amazing things these little ones could do already with technology.  They have 

no fear and will try every button to see what it can do.  With this initiative from these little ones, 

there were some really impressive powerpoints.  If you did the Family Technology Night early in 

the school year, the children will be less familiar with the blog and have fewer projects made to 

share with the parents.  So, the decision on the Technology Night might need to stay where I had 

it this past year, just after the first quarter.  

 I plan to proceed with this same process next year.  I’m so pleased with how well my 

students progressed this past year with me having such a strong emphasis on technolog and 21
st
 

Century learning in the classroom.  The teacher  blog is a safe place for first grade students to 

extend their learning.   
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Appendix A 

October 2013 Student Survey: 

http://tinyurl.com/ka9o4on 
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Appendix B 

October Student Survey Results: http://tinyurl.com/l6bc6us 
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October 2013 Parent Survey: http://tinyurl.com/max3du4 
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Appendix D 

October 2013 Parent Survey Results:  http://tinyurl.com/ooxg9ct

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/ooxg9ct


17 

INCREASING ACCESS TO EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY 

 

 



18 

INCREASING ACCESS TO EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



19 

INCREASING ACCESS TO EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY 

Appendix E 

May 2014 End of the Year Student Survey: http://tinyurl.com/leqt59a 
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Appendix F 

May 2014 Student Survey results: http://tinyurl.com/mu5ra3h 
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Appendix G 

May 2014 Parent Survey: http://tinyurl.com/pjvmrca 
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Appendix H 

May 2014 End of the Year Parent Results: http://tinyurl.com/py5sxk3 
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Appendix I 

 

Keeping Your Child Safe Online, http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2346997,00.asp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2346997,00.asp


25 

INCREASING ACCESS TO EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY 

 

 

Appendix J 

 

Internet Safety, http://kidshealth.org/parent/positive/family/net_safety.html 
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Appendix K 

 

Visitors to Teacher Blog 

 

 
2012-2013 Butler Blog Visits 2013 - 2014 Butler Blog Visits 

1st 

Quarter 

August 13-October12, 2012 

 1709 visits 

August 7- October 11, 2013 

1879 visits 

2nd 

Quarter 

October 13 - December 20, 2012       

2043 visits 

October 12 - December 20, 2013 

2132 visits 

3rd 

Quarter 

December 21 - March 15, 2013               

2372 visits 

December 21 - March 12, 2014 

2462 visits 

4th 

Quarter 

March 16 - May 23, 2013         

  1834 visits 

March 15 - May 21, 2014 

2975 visits 
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Appendix L 

 

Chart of Blog Activities for 2013-2014 
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Kidblog Site created for class to blog on: http://kidblog.org/MrsButlers1stGradeClass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     

                            

                                        

Chatterpix- Web 2.0 Tool 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brock.mp4

http://kidblog.org/MrsButlers1stGradeClass
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